
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   FBC UPDATE
JUST TO LET YOU KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING! 

53 S. Norwich Rd.| Troy | Ohio | 45373                        August 2015 

Dear FBC Family, 
 
As most of you know I wrestled throughout high school. 
At the beginning of each season our coach would have a 
team meeting for all those interested in going out for the 
wrestling team. He always told us that he never cut 
anyone from the team…Providing that they were willing 
to abide by the rules. Being a part of the team was a 
matter of choice. The coach always gave a pep talk during 
that meeting that he wanted us to “eat it, drink, sleep, and 
live wrestling!” It was the coaches view that wrestling was 
to be a significant part of our lives! …It then became our 
choice to “buy in” to the coaches program! It was 
interesting to me that many gave verbal assent to “buying 
in” to the coach’s plan… However after the first week of 
practice (and sometimes even after the first practice) there 
was quite a bit of attrition… Many guys quit the team! 
Did I like everything the coach had us do? NO! But I was 
convinced that the coach had the big picture in mind! 
…And so I stuck it out! The great thing is that the guys 
who stuck it out, “buying in” wholeheartedly, reaped the 
blessing of a winning team… That’s right, we had a 
winning team every year! 
Almost one year ago we made some fairly significant 
changes to how we do things in ministry here at FBC. We 
have worked through a lot of issues and I thank you for 
your help and patience in working through those issues. 
Right now I am asking you to “buy in” to our vision and 
plan of reaching our community for Christ through 
connecting, growing, and giving back! 
Part of the plan to reach our community for Christ is 
through our Life Groups (LG’s). I know that this is a 
different way through which you can connect with others 
than what you might be used to… However it is still a 
means of connecting with others. I’m convinced that if 
you will try LG’s that you will be blessed! So I encourage 
you to sign up for a LG when we have LG sign-ups on 
Sunday, August 30, between the 1st and 2nd worship 
services and after the 2nd service. A LG brochure will be 
available for you prior to the sign-up event so that you 
will be able to make a choice that best fits your schedule 
and needs. 
Another way in which I am asking you to “buy in” to our 
vision and plan is to consider your part of faithful 

Up-Coming Events 
 FBC Softball – Friday evenings through 8/14! 
 8/8 – All-Church Swim @ Troy Aquatic Park 
 8/15 – All-Church Work Day  

Please pray for God to work through the ministry of  FBC…  
 

Pray for: 
 Unity 
 Community Impact 
 Making Disciples 
 Our faithful missionaries 
 Finances 
  

Contact us: 
Phone: 937-339-3602 
Email:  fbctroy@aol.com 
Website: www.fbctroy.com 
  

 Wisdom for Pastors & Deacons 
 Basketball Tournament 
 FBC Troy 5k 2015 (Run/Walk & Charity 

Event) 
 FBC Picnic in the Park 

ministry. It is my belief that every member has a part in 
serving through the ministry of FBC. One reason why we 
made the schedule changes that we made was to free 
folks up to serve throughout various aspects of the 
ministry. One pressing need that I continue to bring up is 
that of ministering to our children both in BLAST 
(Building Lives Around Scriptural Truth…which is our 
program for children K-5th grade), and in our nursery 
through preschool age program. 
Another reason why we made the schedule changes that 
we made was to free you up so as to have time to reach 
out to your neighbors and others in the community. If we 
are so busy within the four walls of FBC that we don’t 
have time to fulfill the Great Commission, then we are 
failing as a church. So I encourage you to take advantage 
of opportunities to spend time with your neighbors and 
others in the community. Then, as you spend time with 
others, take advantage of the opportunities to share 
Christ and His love! 
“Buying in” also involves making significant investments. 
When I “bought in” to the coach’s wrestling program it 
cost me! It cost me significant amount of time which 
impacted my schedule! It cost me a significant amount of 
energy as I put my whole heart into diet and exercise! It 
cost me financially as I had to buy certain pieces of 
equipment! …And so it is in our ministry for our Lord 
which is of far greater value than being on a wrestling 
team! I am asking you to invest your life in serving the 
Lord through FBC by giving of yourself, your time, your 
energy, and your finances! As you probably know our 
finances are at about 80%. Translating this into ministry 
means that we are only able to do 80% of what we 
planned to do in 2015. Once you “buy in” to the vision 
and plan, then making sacrifices becomes much easier 
because you see the bigger picture… A picture of God’s 
blessing! 
How can we “buy in” to all this? We can’t! Not without 
the power of God…so it  is  going  to  take  a  significant 
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   FBC UPDATE

Children are a tremendous blessing in life.  And they add so much richness to our lives just because of their innocence, 
energy, spontaneity, love – just because of who they are as children.  But any parent or grandparent would have to admit 
that they can also be the source of significant frustration – especially when they go through the stage of asking “why?” 
about everything.  To experience the seemingly endless series of “why’s” to even the most basic daily conversations can 
be unsettling. 
And yet, there is much to learn when we adopt this childlike quality of asking “why?” about the normal, routine 
experiences that comprise our lives as adults.  We can easily adopt an attitude of acceptance when some activity or event 
becomes so familiar that we engage in it without giving it a second thought.  It is then that stopping for a moment, 
adopting a childlike nature and asking “why?” can be a helpful and refreshing exercise. 
This is true in our routine daily activities, but also in our church activities.  Perhaps one aspect of our church life where 
this would be most helpful is in the area of worship.  From time to time it would be worthwhile to pause and simply ask 
“why?”.  Why do we worship?  Why do we have a Worship Major Ministry Team at FBC?  Why?  Why?  Why? 
For those of us serving in this area of ministry, if we fail to ask the “why?” questions, we can find ourselves getting 
caught up in the process.  We attend meetings to plan times, events, services and to ensure the calendar is adequately 
filled with “worship” activities.  For the musicians, the temptation can be to get caught up in the performance of worship 
– practicing the music, playing the right notes, singing the right words.  And for all of us who attend the worship services, 
we can get caught up in participation – simply attending our chosen service so we can check off one more box on the 
weekly “To Do” list. 
But if we pause to ask the pesky “why?” question, we’re forced to pause and actually seek to understand the reason 
behind our choice of going to a worship service.  And the answer we arrive at may be surprising – if we’re honest.  In this 
day and age, some – perhaps many – would be drawn to the conclusion that they attend a worship service for its 
entertainment value.  We probably wouldn’t use that word, but whether we attend the traditional or contemporary 
service, we evaluate the songs and message based on whether we were “blessed” – which can be a supposedly more 
“spiritual” way of saying “I enjoyed this service.”  Or perhaps we attend to escape the pressure of modern life – the 
struggles at work and home that comprise modern life.  For either of these reasons, or a myriad of others we might think 
up in response to our “why?” question, the simple truth might be that we attend a worship service for one simple reason 
– for what we can get out of it.  Our pursuit of a selfish experience leads us to attend a worship service. 
Obviously, none of these is an acceptable answer to our “why?” question.  The right answer can only be arrived at when 
we understand what worship is.  Warren Wiersbe has defined worship this way: “Worship is the believer’s response of all 
that he is – mind, emotions, will, and body – to all that God is and says and does.”  If we pause for a moment and drink 
in all that is contained in that short definition, and then honestly evaluate our thoughts and attitudes about worship, we 
can be challenged more than we want to be.  Whether we serve in the area of worship or are simply one who attends a 
worship service, our response to the “why?” question should lead us to an understanding of the truth of Wiersbe’s 
definition.  Our total response to all God is!  Another way of saying that is this: we engage in worship, not because of 
what He can do for me, but because of what He is to me.  It is then we can answer the “why?” question, that we can 
begin to understand the depth of Jesus’ simple comment to the woman at the well: “…Those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.”   (John 4:24) 
Whether we serve in the area of worship or attend worship, my prayer is that we will ask the “why?” question and in that 
process, be drawn to a better understanding of the role of worship in our church experience and our need to be totally 
engaged in worship – because of who He is.  
 
Paul Jones 
For the Worship Ministry Team              
 

A CHALLENGE FROM THE 

WORSHIP TEAM 
 

commitment by all of us to pray! I am asking you to pray daily, asking God to help you and all aspects of FBC to be effective in 
fulfilling our vision of reaching our community for Christ!  
With all that is going on in the world around us, now is the time for total investment in the ministry that God has entrusted to 
our care. When we do that, I believe we will see the blessing of God in ways that could only be described as the work of God 
through FBC Troy! 
 

In Christ’s Love for you all, 
 
 
 
Pastor Dale 
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