
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   FBC UPDATE
JUST TO LET YOU KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING! 

53 S. Norwich Rd.| Troy | Ohio | 45373                    December 2015 

Dear FBC Family, 
 
December is a month of celebration… And ministry! 
That’s right not only do we celebrate the birth of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ during this Christmas holiday 
season, opportunities abound for us to minister. We 
minister not only to one another but also to those beyond 
our four walls. 
When you think of ministry I’d like for you to think of 
ministry as that which is outside yourself. Sure you are the 
one who does that ministry with God’s help of course, 
however think of ministry as not so much for your benefit 
but for the benefit of others. That should seem obvious 
but I bring this up during this time of celebration because 
we all tend to come into the month of December and all 
its activities with certain expectations. And you know how 
expectations are… They tend to be “adjusted” during the 
holidays! When those “adjustments” take place they tend 
to reveal the motives behind our expectations when you 
“respond” to the adjustments. 
With that thought in mind I encourage you to think of 
your time with your family as an opportunity to minister. 
Not only if you are the one to be entertaining but also if 
you are the guest… Think about how you can minister to 
others! While I’m on that point, ministry during this time 
of year tends to be a bit different in that oftentimes it is 
not formal ministry like attending a service or teaching or 
serving in some way during a church function. Ministry 
opportunities tend to abound if you think outside the box 
of the “formal”. For example, as I alluded to, ministry can 
happen while you are entertaining or while you are being 
entertained! Think about the needs that may be present in 
your family or of those with whom you are having 
fellowship. You may have the opportunity to lend a 
listening ear and express concern and compassion. You 
may then just simply offer to pray with them. Of course, 
simply helping with set up or clean up can be an aspect of 
ministry. 
Then there are formal ministry opportunities such as 
inviting others to our various special programs as are listed 
on our church calendar. Even if you do not have someone 
that you invited to attend there are many others whom you 
can reach out to while you are in attendance… Think of 
your attending as an opportunity to minister to others!  
 

Up-Coming Events 
 12/6 – Special Called Business Meeting & Lunch 
 12/10 – Ladies’ Bible Study 
 12/10 – Christmas PrimeTimers Luncheon 
 12/11 & 12/13 – Choir Christmas Concert  
 12/12 – Men of Faith Breakfast & Study 
 12/16 – All Church Christmas Caroling 
 12/17 – Ladies’ Ministries 
 12/24 – Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

Please pray for God to work through the ministry of  FBC…  
 

Pray for: 
 Unity 
 Community Impact 
 Making Disciples 
 Our faithful missionaries 
 Finances 
  

Contact us: 
Phone: 937-339-3602 
Email:  fbctroy@aol.com 
Website: www.fbctroy.com 
  

 Wisdom for Pastors & Deacons 
 The Deacons as they prepare Christmas Food 

Baskets, and the families that receive them 

There are people who attend who have needs and you 
may have opportunity to be in the encouragement or 
blessing to them. You might say, “But what about my 
needs… I may be the one attending who has a need!” 
That’s true; however it is interesting that so often as you 
take your eyes off of your need and focus on the needs of 
others, you also receive encouragement. Often times that 
which you need is fulfilled as a result of ministering to 
others! It’s amazing how God has caused that to work 
but he speaks of that in Philippians 2:1-9: 

“If you have any encouragement from being united with 
Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship 
with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then 
make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the 
same love, being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing 
out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility 
consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should 
look not only to your own interests, but also to the 
interests of others. Your attitude should be the same as 
that of Christ Jesus…”  

Then he speaks of the sacrifice of Christ who “came not 
to be served but to serve and give his life as a ransom for 
many!” We have the example of Christ who served both 
formally and informally as he had opportunity.  May we 
all have a ministry mindset as we celebrate this wonderful 
Christmas holiday season! 
I love you all, God bless you…and have a very Merry 
Christmas as you serve our wonderful Lord! 
 

  
 

Pastor Dale! 
 


