
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   FBC UPDATE
JUST TO LET YOU KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING! 

53 S. Norwich Rd.| Troy | Ohio | 45373                           April 2015 

Dear FBC Church Family, 
 

There has been a lot of excitement around FBC in recent days. 
Just a couple weeks ago our Youth Team hosted retired pro 
football player, Rich Garza, to speak to 43 teens. We had about 20 
adults praying for the teens in another room while Rich was 
speaking. As a result, 13 teens trusted Christ as Savior! To God be 
the glory. Adding to that, our own supported missionary, Kent 
Fishel spoke to our teens on Wed. April 8 in order to follow-up 
our teen Winter Experience. Again, a Life Group volunteered to 
spend time praying for Kent and his ministry to the teens while he 
spoke to them. We have been having an average of over 100 
children and teens during our Wednesday p.m. club programs. 
God is doing a great work in our children and teen programs. All 
Glory to God! 
God is also working in drawing new folks into our membership. 
We have recently added D.J. and Marissa Zerkle, Silas Starry, and 
Ben and Lori Harshman. Make sure you extend a warm welcome 
to each one. There are many other guests who continue to attend 
regularly. Be sure to reach out to the many new faces and make 
them feel a part of our church family. That being said, be sure to 
encourage one another as well. I hope this will be easier in the 
days ahead as we plan to start our early Sunday morning 
worship service at 9:15 a.m. beginning June 7 to allow for 
more fellowship between services. This will give time to connect 
with each other as well as reach out to any guests. It will take 
intentional effort on everyone to take this time to connect 
with others. Early service attendees will need to plan to stick 
around for a while after service and 2nd service attendees will need 
to plan to come early so as to build and strengthen relationships.   
As you know we took a congregational survey in February. The 
survey results have been tabulated and reviewed by the Pastors 
and Deacons. The survey results were shared in the May 3 
Quarterly Business Meeting. The Pastors and Deacons have noted 
that there are needs in the area of communication and fellowship. 
This newsletter and the added 15 minutes for fellowship are a 
result of hearing from you through the survey. As a result of the 
survey, I am also attempting to refine our Vision Statement. I trust 
that as we address these areas of concern that you will be 
encouraged to wholeheartedly give yourself to the work of the 
Lord here at FBC.   
 

God bless you, 

   
 
Pastor Dale 
 

Up-Coming Events 
 Watch the calendar at fbctroy.com for 

our Friday night softball schedule now 
through August!  

 5/10 – Mother’s Day with Parent/Child 
Dedication 

 5/17 – Mike Nicholes & Family @ FBC 
 6/15-6/19 – BLAST Summer Adventure 

A NOTE FROM THE 

DEACONS 
 

As I began writing this article for the inaugural 
FBC newsletter, I have to admit that I became 
a little overwhelmed.  What should I say and 
how should I say it?  The Holy Spirit then 
gave me peace to share my heart.  Our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the ministry through FBC 
have changed my life and the lives of my 
family.  From the time we came to First 
Baptist Church, in 1982, and continuing today, 
our church has preached and taught the truths 
of God’s Word, which has changed hundreds 
of hearts and lives for Christ.  Looking around 
our city, our workplaces, our families, our 
country, and around the world; much work is 
yet to be done for the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  However, I believe our ministry has 
lost some of its focus to put into practice 
everything we have learned about sharing the 
truths of God’s Word.  Our church’s vision 
and outreach for Christ has been in neutral.  I 
wonder if we have become comfortable, and 
not effective?  Does God want us to be 
comfortable, contented and self-focused? We 
think not!  The Pastors and Deacons began 
reading, learning, and discussing what we 
could do to strengthen and help make our 
church more effective.   
 

Deacons continued on page 2 
 

Please pray for God to work through the ministry of  FBC…  
 

Pray for: 
 Unity 
 Community Impact 
 Making Disciples 
 Our faithful missionaries 
 Finances 
  

Contact us: 
Phone: 937-339-3602 
Email:  fbctroy@aol.com 
Website: www.fbctroy.com 
  

 Wisdom for Pastors & Deacons 
 BLAST Summer Adventure 
 Ignite Girls Mission Trip to Vero 

Beach, FL with Epic Missions 
 Ignite Boys Mission Trip to JAARS 
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   FBC UPDATE

We have asked and prayed for God’s help.  Changes were 
made last summer and fall to move the ministry forward.  
Unfortunately, this has led to a lack of trust in leadership and 
direction for our church.  As leadership, we continue to work 
and pray that our ministry may grow stronger in the faith and 
in glorifying God.  
After reading and reviewing the church surveys, there are two 
important areas we are addressing.   The first area is to 
provide better communication between the congregation and 
the church leadership through the sharing of ideas, future 
events, and ministry opportunities.   We plan to do this 
through monthly newsletters, our website, our email, and 
special mailings.  We want to keep the congregation well 
informed about the ministries of FBC, so that all may pray 
effectively and add input as we move forward.  We want 
everyone to be part of God’s work through our church.  
The second area to address is our church fellowship.  This is 
very important and needed so that we may encourage and care 
for one another.  “Therefore encourage one another and build 
up one another, just as you also are doing.”                   (1 
Thessalonians 5:11)  We are working to include more time for 
fellowship on Sunday mornings by adding more Bible studies 
and additional life groups, as needed. We hope to add more 
life groups throughout the week as well.  We also want to 
include more all-church times of fellowship throughout the 
year.  These fellowship times will also allow us to invite those 
who need to know the Lord.  All of these ideas will be 
discussed and presented as we go forward.   
 My prayer is for our church to regain the focus of ministry to 
glorify God in all we say and do, and by encouraging and 
loving each other to reach our world with the Gospel.   Our 
clear command from Christ is found in Matthew 28:19-20.  
Let’s be obedient to what God has called us to do.  May each 
of us put aside our preferences, and instead, focus on the 
cross.  May we center our lives on Christ and be unified in 
Him, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, may we 
boldly share the Good News of Jesus Christ.    
In his book, “Autopsy of a Deceased Church – 12 WAYS TO 
KEEP YOURS ALIVE”, Thom S. Rainer prays, “Lord, let 
me see my church with honesty and open eyes.  Help me to 
grasp where we have gotten out of balance with inward and 
outward ministries.  And give our church a vision to make a 
difference in our community.  Even more, God, use 
  

me to be a catalyst and instrument for the 
changes that must take place in our church.”   
May this be our prayer, and may God bless our 
ministry at First Baptist Church. 
 
Serving together for our Lord Jesus Christ, 
 
 
 
Ron Poling, Deacon Chairman 
 

A NOTE FROM THE  

DEACONS 
(Continued) 

 

“Now may the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so 
that you will abound in hope by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 

Romans 15:13 
 


