
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   FBC UPDATE
JUST TO LET YOU KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING! 

53 S. Norwich Rd.| Troy | Ohio | 45373                    November 2015 

Dear FBC Family, 
 
November is the month in which we think of 
Thanksgiving! Of course the first Thanksgiving Day was 
celebrated by the pilgrims after a long harsh year during 
which they had to make seven times more graves for the 
dead than huts for the living. Almost one half of the 102 
pilgrims died within the first year of their settlement! Yet at 
the end of their first year they celebrated what is 
commonly called the first Thanksgiving celebration after a 
bountiful harvest. They agreed among themselves that 
since their prudence and forethought had been so 
wonderfully blessed of God they would send out four men 
hunting, that they might rejoice together in a special 
manner after the fruit of their labors had been gathered. 
According to the historian, barley and Indian corn were 
their only crops. The four hunters brought in as much 
game as would serve the company for a week. The Indian 
chief, Massasoit, brought 90 of his men with him to 
celebrate with the pilgrims for three days. The Indians also 
killed and brought five deer for the feast. This was in the 
year 1621 and was the beginning of Thanksgiving Day in 
America! 
The world has tried to “cash in” on so many holidays… 
They have tried to take Easter away from God’s people 
through Easter baskets and the Easter Bunny. They have 
tried to take Christmas away from God’s people through 
commercialization and Santa Claus. However, they cannot 
take away Thanksgiving! Oh, they have tried by calling it 
“Turkey Day” (as if the turkey has anything to say about 
it!) and they talk about the matter of being thankful… The 
problem is that they do not acknowledge the One to 
whom they ought to be thankful… Our Almighty God! 
We have so much for which to be thankful here at FBC! I 
thank God for his provision for our ministry. I know it has 
been a rough year financially and we have had to make 
some adjustments for the 2016 Stewardship Financial Plan 
or budget, however God has provided and for that we can 
be very thankful. 
I thank God for the many varied ways in which we have 
been able to reach into the community. We have been able 
to minister to the Lincoln Community Center during the 
tragic loss of the Bishop sisters, through the after school 
Good News Clubs, through their “Youth Lives Matter” 

Up-Coming Events 
 11/6 – All-Church Auction  
 11/8 – Legacy Five Concert  
 11/12 & 11/26 – Ladies’ Bible Study 
 11/12 – PrimeTimers Luncheon 
 11/14 – Men of Faith Breakfast & Study 
 11/19 – Ladies’ Ministries 
 11/25 – People’s Praise Service 

Please pray for God to work through the ministry of  FBC…  
 

Pray for: 
 Unity 
 Community Impact 
 Making Disciples 
 Our faithful missionaries 
 Finances 
  

Contact us: 
Phone: 937-339-3602 
Email:  fbctroy@aol.com 
Website: www.fbctroy.com 
  

 Wisdom for Pastors & Deacons 
 The Pie Wars Food Drive Contest 
 The Deacons as they prepare Thanksgiving & 

Christmas Baskets   

program, and by supporting their after school “All–Stars 
Program” by giving them the entire registration fees for 
our annual 5K. We had a significant role during the 
National Night Out in August through which we were 
able to touch several thousand lives! And most recently 
we were able to plan, host, and carry out the Mayor’s 
Prayer & Praise Breakfast! All of these events, I believe, 
were means by which we were able to show the 
community that we have a high view of our great God! 
All of these events were also accomplished through the 
help, strengths, and grace of our great God to whom be 
all the glory! 
I thank God for the many varied ways in which we have 
been able to make disciples in and through our ministry. I 
am so thankful for our children and youth leaders who 
give of themselves to making disciples of our children 
and youth. I am so thankful for those who teach our 
adults, who serve behind the scenes, who lead worship 
through music, who take care of sound and video, who 
greet and usher, who serve through hospitality, who serve 
on various ministry teams, who serve in the church 
office, who serve by keeping the building clean and in 
good repair, who serve as pastors and deacons, who drive 
the church van, who visit our shut-ins, who pray for our 
church and ministry, who give in many and varied ways, 
and who lead and participate in our Life Groups… And 
the list goes on! Without one another we would not have 
the ministry! 
I am so thankful for each one of you. I am thankful for 
your faithfulness to the Lord and to His church. I am 
thankful for your sacrifice for God’s work here at FBC. 
Thankfulness is a measure of faith so turn your heart 
toward thanking God. 
 

Continued on Page 2 
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   FBC UPDATE
May this month be a month of thankfulness to God for the great things He has done!  
 
Thank you and God Bless! 
 
 
 
Pastor Dale 
 

 

P.S. – Rejoice with me as 3 men have trusted Christ as Savior this past month; Russel, Josh, and Steve. Pray as
 they are discipled in their walk with the Lord! 

 

Pastor’s Letter Continued from Page 1 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR OPERATIONS TEAM 

The Operations Ministry Team has been fortunate to complete some projects that have been on our list for some time 
now.  New flooring in the bathrooms by the gym, new carpeting upstairs in the kids rooms, some painting and a clean 
and polished floor in the gym are all items that indicate we want to take good care of our facilities and make them a 
welcoming place for us and those we disciple in Christ.  Much of that was completed with funds that we have been 
saving since 2012 and we plan to continue the practice of putting funds aside to be able to keep what God has provided 
in good repair.  The next project is the sanctuary roof and we’re hoping our contractor’s schedule clears up soon to allow 
that replacement to begin. 
We’ve also started a planning process by having the ministry teams meet with our selected design/build firm, Kapp 
Construction, and talk about how our facilities should support our ministry and goals that we have set.  Results of those 
conversations are being compiled along with data on how we use the facility.  Kapp will use that information to make 
recommendations on future projects.  As those projects are defined we will be sharing plans with the congregation and 
asking for your support in making them a reality.  Please be praying for the process and for wisdom as we try to ensure 
our facilities support the mission and vision we have for our ministry. 
As October closed we presented our plans for the 2016 budget at the recent business meeting.  The final vote on that 
budget will happen in a business meeting in early December.  I hope you are aware from the figures posted in the bulletin 
each week that our giving is 20% below what we planned for this year.  If it continues, that would mean nearly $130,000 
less in giving than what was planned for the year.  Through the grace of God and the wise spending of those from our 
ministry teams, we have been able to control spending to stay within the resources provided by you, the members and 
regular attenders of the church.  The level of giving does indicate, however, that we need to take a “reset” on our plans 
for next year.  As a result, we presented a plan that is 12.7% less than the current year, or a reduction of nearly $84,000.  
In order to make that possible, cuts were made in nearly all areas of next year’s budget.  Details were presented at the 
October business meeting.  If you would like a copy or would like to discuss any of those plans please feel free to contact 
me at arunyan@fbctroy.com or any time at church (I’m often in the back at the video computer on Sunday morning!).  I 
would be happy to provide that and answer any questions you may have. While our planned spending is considerably less 
for next year, we are keeping in mind our goals to reach and disciple our local community, showing them their need for 
Christ along with our own.  Local missions and discipleship are two areas that we are continuing to support at current 
levels and we’re even shifting some funds to ensure our outreach can grow.  Even in challenging financial times, I’m 
encouraged that my family and fellow-believers at First Baptist want to continue to shine the light of Christ out to our 
community.  I pray that never changes. 
 
Blessings, 
 
The Operations Ministry Team 
 
Andy Runyan, Chair 
Ellen Emsuer, Church Treasurer 
Mike Combs, Church Administrator 
Richard Pittenger 
Tom Temple 
Dale Christian, Pastor 
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